
Frequently Asked Questions 
In response to the TRC Proposal for FGCC Green Space Funds 

 
1. Are any other MB churches doing this kind of work? Why would we if no 

one else is?  
 
In 2014, there was a Statement of Anabaptist Church leaders, 
including Willy Reimer, Executive Director of the Canadian Conference of 
Mennonite Brethren Churches, in response to the publication of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Report. This statement represented our MB leadership 
response and encouragement to our churches to engage in various 
ways. Our National Faith & Life Team has developed an Indigenous pathway 
to credentialing which takes into account Indigenous ways of knowing and 
learning.  Our provincial conference has instituted the practice of 
acknowledging that we are on treaty land at our annual SKMB Assembly, 
and national and provincial conferences have encouraged participation in 
events like the Kairos Blanket Exercise (a history workshop).  Individual 
churches are also making efforts to build relationships with the Indigenous 
peoples and communities around them. These are all steps of progress 
toward reconciliation. However, as far as we know, no other MB Church has 
developed an initiative that is quite as extensive as this proposal. 

   
2. Is this money going to be spent supporting Native Spirituality that is 

contrary to the Gospel?  
 
No, the intention of this proposal isn’t to support any kind of spirituality 
that is contrary to the way of Jesus.   

  
3. Are we becoming a liberal church that only cares about social justice?  

 
No. As a church we believe that to be a disciple of Jesus means to serve 
others and proclaim the gospel. The two must be held together to be a 
faithful follower of Jesus. We believe that Jesus teaches us to be active in 
the work of  reconciliation which has both vertical (God to people) 
and  horizontal (people to people) aspects. This proposal aims to help us 
strengthen our relationships with First Nations and Metis people by 
working to better understand our shared stories and to address wrongs 



that have been done so we can grow in genuine respect and care for each 
other.   

  
4. How come this proposal doesn’t include more language about the 

Gospel and the Great Commission?  
 
This proposal focuses on a central aspect of the Gospel and the Great 
Commission - the work of reconciliation centered in Jesus. Scripture 
teaches us that there is a time and a season for everything.  This is a painful 
time for Indigenous people as they acknowledge and grieve their trauma 
and seek to find healing. Many Indigenous people have suffered spiritual 
abuse at the hands of the Christian church. Our hope and prayer is that we 
can play a small role in their healing process as we listen well, acknowledge 
the wrongs that were done, own our part of the story, seek forgiveness, 
make restitution where possible, and work to change our attitudes and 
actions toward Indigenous people as needed.   

  
  

5. Are we just following the cultural winds of the day in caring about 
reconciliation?   
 
Just because something is part of the cultural moment, does not make it 
counter to the gospel. As we read the Scriptures we see that justice and 
reconciliation and healing of relationships between neighbors is central to 
the life and ministry of Jesus. Events happening in our culture right now are 
encouraging us to go back to the Scriptures and be strengthened in our 
commitment to be a people for whom reconciliation is central to what we 
are about.   

  
6. If we say we are leading with relationship, why do we need $200,000?  

 
The intention is to lead by relationship, but we are going to need financial 
resources to engage with opportunities as they arise over the years of 
relationship building. This is a unique opportunity to set funds aside now to 
signal a long term commitment to this work, so that money can be used 
over many years, within the parameters that council will set up.  

   



7. How will Indigenous voices continue to be included in the leadership of 
the things that are proposed?  
 
The intention is that this initiative would be led through a collaborative 
relationship between FGCC leadership and Indigenous communities and 
voices. A significant part of this work will be growing in relationship with 
First Nations and Metis individuals and organizations so that we can grow in 
respect for each other as we serve together. Those relationships will enable 
Indigenous voices to continue to speak into what develops from this 
proposal. Our relationship with the Wounaan in Panama is a model for us 
of how that might work. It is an ongoing, respectful and equal 
partnership.    

  
8. Will the meeting on Sunday be a safe place where it is okay to express 

concerns and misgivings about this proposal?   
 
That is the hope! We all need to humbly come and recognize that we all 
have some degree of prejudice and blind spots. We also recognize that 
throughout our congregations we have a wide variety of perspectives and 
views on these concerns. But we also believe in the vital role of authentic 
community that provides safe spaces for each of us to learn and grow. 
Some conflict and disagreement and tension is inevitable and even healthy. 
We can grow and change through that kind of honest dialogue with each 
other as we each find the courage to come together, to  listen, to share and 
to learn.   

  
9. Why do we feel the need to respond to the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission?  
 
The TRC is the collective appeal from listening to the stories of thousands of 
First Nations and Metis people. Our goal is a gospel response to this 
collective story of tragedy and ongoing effects of the residential schools. To 
engage in the ministry of reconciliation in this area, without 
adequate understanding and responding in some way to the TRC is to fail to 
hear what our indigenous brothers and sisters have already told us through 
that process.  

  



10.Where did this proposal come from?  
 
We believe that God has been moving FGCC in this direction for the last 
number of years. Two years ago Council and Staff engaged in the Kairos 
Blanket exercise (a history workshop) with  Lloyd Letkeman (Multiply) and 
some Indigenous people, to better understand the history. At that time we 
sensed that the Holy Spirit was stirring us to engage more directly with First 
Nations and Metis People.  We have been listening for further direction 
from God. At a January 23, 2020 meeting of current and former church 
leaders, it was a time of discernment around many options of how we 
might utilize funds from the sale of our land for various areas of kingdom 
ministry. One option that was encouraged there was to 
explore potential ministry with First Nations and Metis people. This last 
year, a number of different conversations from people in all three of our 
sites resulted in the FGCC Lead Team requesting the formation of the TRC 
recommendation team. The recommendation team was made up of 
members from all three congregations who have a passion to see the 
church engage well with our Indigenous neighbors.   

 


