
 

Sunday, September 2, 2021 – Phil Gunther 
“Our Attitude Determines Our Altitude”  

(The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector - Matthew 18:21-35) 

 
Questions for Reflection and Discussion: 

(These are to be used personally, with family, or with your Small Group) 
 

In the text this week, Jesus directs a parable: “To some who were confident of (were 
convinced of, even boasted of) their own righteousness (moral purity, goodness, 
right standing with God) and looked down on everybody else (were condescending, 
pompous)…” (Luke 18:9). Jesus is drawing attention to the posture of one’s heart in 
prayer – How are you approaching God? What is the condition of your soul as you 
reach out to Him? 
 

1. The Prayer of Cyrus Brown is intended to be humorous. That being 
said, do you feel it is also an apt reflection of the breadth of 
convictions in the Christian community regarding prayer? If “yes”, 
explain. If “no”, explain. Describe your heart posture in prayer.  
 

2. Why is Proverbs 4:23 relevant to the principle of this parable? 
 



3. What do you see as the fundamental difference between the pharisee 
and the tax collector in their posture before God? Are their pharisaical 
leanings in your walk with Jesus? Explain. What can we learn that will 
foster our walk as disciples?  
 

4. Although this parable is primarily speaking about one’s HEART 
POSTURE IN PRAYER, does Jesus’ principle here apply to any pursuit of 
God – fasting, Scripture reading, meditation, service, etc.? Explain.  
 

5. Comment on the following quotes:  
a. “The only person God sends away empty is the person full of 

himself.” 
b. You impress God when you don’t try to impress Him.” 
c. “It is what we are when we pray our prayer that counts with 

God.” 
 

6. In prayer, how do you understand “being real” with God? Comment on 
Dr. Rob Reimer’s quote: “God cannot cleanse our excuses. God cannot 
pardon our denials. God cannot cleanse that which we will not confess. 
God cannot heal that which we will not admit.” 
 

7. Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit…” (Matthew 5:3). How do His 
words fit the parable’s message? 
 

 

Next Steps: 
It is critical that disciples conduct regular “heart” checks.  Needless to say, 
such checks are increasingly important as we approach the throne of God in 
prayer. Are “heart ailments” like self-righteousness, pride, unkindness and 
judgmentalism present? Scripture calls us to seek ‘healing’ through confession 
and repentance (1 John 1:9).  


