
 
 

Sunday, November 13, 2022– Maureen Brown 
Acts 5: 17 - 42 

 
Questions for Reflection and Discussion: 

(These are to be used personally, with family, or with your Small Group) 
 

1. Have you ever experienced criticism or strong opposition when you 
have shared your faith story?  What were the circumstances?  How did 
you handle it when that opposition came?  

 
2. Read Acts 5: 17- 42 There is a repeated pattern that occurs in Acts: the 

apostles perform miracles; the gospel is preached; the apostles 
experience opposition, they are arrested and threatened; they keep 
boldly preaching and the church continues to grow. What is the root of 
the opposition in Acts 5:17-18?  How is this different or similar from 
Acts 4:2-3? 

 
3. How would you describe in your own words, what Peter says in Acts 

5:29? What were the deep convictions that the apostles held? How 
might these convictions hold true for us today? 

 
4. Acts 5:33-40 talks about a man named Gamaliel.  Gamaliel was a 

member of the Sanhedrin and the teacher of the Apostle Paul when he 
was being trained as a Pharisee (Acts 22:3) before his encounter with 
Jesus on the road to Damascus.  What did Gamaliel say/do to persuade 
the Sanhedrin to think differently? 

 



5. How does the truth of Acts 5:39 apply to the current time we live in 
now? 

 
6. How did the elders eventually deal with the apostles? (Acts 5:40) The 

Apostles may not have suffered as much if they had "toned down" the 
gospel a little. What does this say about them and how do you think 
this should impact us today? 

 
7. In what ways is Christianity opposed today? Is it justified at all? How 

would you speak to the opposition and criticism that might be around 
today?  

 
8. Does the disciple’s response in Acts 5:41-42 surprise you? Have you 

ever felt that you have suffered in a similar way? How did it feel? How 
did you respond? 

 
9. Acts 5:42 says “Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to 

house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news 
that Jesus is the Messiah.” With all the opposition they experienced, 
why didn’t they give up? Would you describe our church as courageous, 
timid, or somewhere in between? Why? 

 
 
What Now? 
 
Take some time to listen to the Holy Spirit as you reflect on what it means for 
you “to obey God rather than men.” When do you find this especially hard? 
What are some specific, practical ways we can help each other in this 
matter?  
 
Pray that we would be bold to share the good news of Jesus with those 
around us.  Pray for our global workers as they share this same good news in 
their communities.  Ask God to continue to build His church for His glory. 
 


