
 
 

Sunday, January 15, 2023– Reg Toews 
Acts 8:1-25 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion: 
(These are to be used personally, with family, or with your Small Group) 

 
 

1. Where have you faced opposition to your beliefs? In the place of 
opposition, where do you place your trust? Your faith? Share where you 
have had success but also struggled. Write down at least two experiences 
– one of each. 

 
2. Read Acts 8:1-3 

 
3. What do we learn about how the church responded to opposition in v. 1? 

 
4. What do we learn about the level of opposition in v. 3? 

 
5. Read Acts 8:4-8 

How did Philip, and others, act in faith? Why would the Samaritans have 
been a good place to share the gospel? Why would Philip be a prime 
candidate to be accepted in the Samaritan context? 

 
6. What do you note about the sharing of the gospel and the accompanying 

actions of healing and freedom from demons? 
 

7. What do we learn from Jesus’ ministry about spiritual warfare? Read Luke 
4:16-21 and 4:31-37. 



 
8. Read Acts 8:9-13 

What do we learn about Simon? How did the power of the gospel change 
the community (see v. 8)? What caused people to believe in Jesus over 
Simon? 

 
9. Read Romans 10:9, 10 – How does this inform our understanding of 

putting our faith in Jesus? How does it speak to heart change and action 
change? 

 
10. Read Acts 8:14-17 

What was the reason the apostles came to Samaria? Why do you think the 
Holy Spirit was not given until the apostles laid their hands on the new 
believers? Is this the norm? Read Acts 10:44-46.  

 
11. How does the Holy Spirit, in this situation, bring unity to the early church?  

 
12. Read Acts 8:18-24 

What did Simon misunderstand? What was his motivation? What should 
our motivation be when we receive the Holy Spirit? Read 1 Peter 5:2 

 
13. What does this tell us about ourselves and our need to guard our hearts? 

Staying away from legalism and license, we want to be those moved in 
faith by God’s love for us. Refer to Deuteronomy 29:18 – be on guard for 
a root of poison that would undermine our faith in God alone. 

 
14. In what area(s), might you need to grow in your faith in Jesus? Where are 

you struggling with doubts? What are you doing to seek out God’s 
insights and grow in your faith? Invite others to help and pray for you. 

 
Response: 
 
Commit to pray for our country, city, neighborhood, friends, coworkers, and 
family members. Invite God to show Himself powerfully through His Spirit for 
His glory in your prayers. Be ready to share your story of Jesus’ transformation 
in you. Share it with a Christian friend as a warmup. 


