
 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2023– Maureen Brown 
Acts 8:26-40 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion: 
(These are to be used personally, with family, or with your Small Group) 

 

Miraculous things can happen when we are in tune with the leading of the Holy Spirit and 
obey God in that leading.  Acts 8 tells the story of how simple obedience to the prompting of 
the Holy Spirit was a vital part of the spread of the gospel beyond Jerusalem to “all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).   

Read Acts 8: 26-40 

1. Philip received a message from an “angel of the Lord” – how would you 
describe the message? Do you imagine the instruction was welcome or 
unwelcome, made sense or didn’t make sense to Philip? What do you think 
helped Philip respond faithfully to what the angel told him to do? 
 

2. Can you imagine receiving a message like Philips yourself?  Do you think Philip 
understood what was going to happen? What does that tell us about Philip?  
 

3. How does God speak to you? What helps you respond faithfully when you 
sense God leading you? What kind of things get in the way? 
 

4. Who did Philip meet on the desert road? What do we know about the 
Ethiopian Eunuch? 
 

5. Read vs 32-35 again. When asked what the passage meant, Philip began with 
that passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. What do 



you imagine Philip said that led to the Ethiopians response and baptism? 
 

6. What signs do we have of the Holy Spirit’s work in this story? Look at the 
passage again and list all the things that are evidence of the Holy Spirit’s 
working? 
 

7. Has there been a time when someone helped you to comprehend something 
in the Bible that you didn’t understand? What was the result of that 
conversation? What did they do that was helpful? When you reflect on that 
time, where do you see the Holy Spirit at work? 
 

8. What is the significance of the fact that Philip was a deacon (Acts 6:1-6) and 
now was used more as an evangelist? How/why do you think that transition 
took place? 
  

9. What do we learn from Philip’s example in this story about sharing our faith 
with others? 
 

10. When did you first hear of the good news of Jesus Christ? How did you 
respond? Where was Holy Spirit at work when you first heard the good news?   
 

11. Read Ephesians 2:10. What does this passage tell us about what God desires 
for us? 
 

12. The Ethiopian Eunuchs’ story is open ended.  We don’t hear of him again in 
the Bible.  What do you imagine to be the ‘rest’ of the story? 

 
Now What? 
 
This story raises the questions: “Lord, what are you doing in our midst?”  “How are 
you at work in the people around me?” “Who are you bringing into my life in whose 
heart you are already working?”   
 
Reflect on the questions: “Am I available?” “Am I willing?” “Am I attentive and 
listening to the Holy Spirit’s nudges and responding faithfully?”   If we struggle with 
our responses to these questions, repent and ask God to help us with what might be 
holding us back.   


