
 
 

Sunday, January 29, 2023– Sid Koop 
Acts 9:1-31 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion: 
(These are to be used personally, with family, or with your Small Group) 

 

Section 1: 

Acts 9:13-15 
But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has 
done to your saints at Jerusalem. And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all 
who call on your name.” But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine 
to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 

• At the beginning of Paul’s journey, not many would consider Him to be the kind of 
person to be foundational in the building of the Church…to be the kind of person “called 
by God”. 

• When you think of someone “called by God” to do His work, what kind of a person do 
you think of?  

• Take a look at 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what 
is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 
the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, 
to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence 
of God. And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from 
God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 



• Circle the words that describe the type of people God has chosen to do His work.  Why 
has God chosen these types of people?   

• According to these verses, what qualifies us to be a part of His work?   
• Look at vs 30.  What does it mean for us to be “in Christ”? 

 

Section 2: 

Acts 9:16, 23-35 
For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”… 
When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, but their plot became known to 
Saul. They were watching the gates day and night in order to kill him, but his disciples took him 
by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket. 

Throughout the New Testament, there is a strong theme of suffering when it comes to 
following Jesus.  Matthew 16:24 says, “Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” 

1. Why does following Jesus demand a willingness to “take up our cross”? 
2. How does God use suffering to move His mission forward?   
3. In what ways might followers of Jesus suffer when it comes to His mission? 
4. Do you think the idea of being willing to suffer is more “offensive” now than it was 

during the days of the early church?  Why or why not? 
 
 
Section 3: 

Acts 9:31 
So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. 
And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied. 

1. In what ways should the church “walk in the fear of the Lord”? 
2. What makes it difficult to experience the presence / comfort of the Holy Spirit? 
3. What will you need to do, in order to experience deeper intimacy with Jesus? 
4. What do you need to do to grow a greater desire to be more intentional about His 

mission? 
 


